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                   Pastor’s Message 
 

My Beloved Congregants, 
 

For all intents and purposes, the summer is over.  It certainly wasn’t the 
summer we had planned, was it?  Vacations, visits to family, birthday parties, 
barbecues, get-togethers with friends – either they didn’t occur, or they were 
changed almost beyond recognition. 
 
You may be asking, “Why did God allow this pandemic to happen?”  Or, 
“Where was God in all of this?”   
 
In my own personal theology, I do not believe that God “allows” bad things 
to happen.  I don’t believe that God is trying to punish us or teach us a lesson 
because the world has gone astray.  No, I cannot worship a God who hugs me 
one  minute, and then smacks me alongside the head the next. 
 
I believe there is an evil presence in the world.  Call it Satan, the Devil, or 
whatever you want; it’s there.  But do not fear.  When evil does strike, God is 
there to pick us up, dust us off, give us a big ol’ bear hug, and send us on our way, refreshed and equipped to 
resume battle with the wickedness that exists among us.  And if that evil should result in death, we are secure in 
the knowledge that Jesus has prepared a room for us in the Kingdom of Heaven, where we will live eternally in 
the presence of God, surrounded by goodness and peace. 
 
Meanwhile, with the help of the Holy Spirit, here on Earth we are “making do,” adjusting our way of life, and 
praying that things will eventually return to normal. 
 
Not only does that apply to our everyday lives, it applies to our church life as well.  We’re thinking “outside the 
box” here at FPCG.  Let me tell you about some of our plans for the next six or so weeks.  This is just an 
outline; details on most of these items may be found elsewhere in this issue. 

• We are going to worship in the Sanctuary on Sunday, September 20, at 10:30 a.m.  This service will be 
simulcast on Zoom.  That week, we will do an on-line evaluation of the worship experience, and see if 
we want to continue worshiping in the Sanctuary. 

• Worship will be followed by a short “Homecoming Celebration” brought to you by our wonderful 
Vision 2020 Team. 

• On October 4, we going to have an outdoor “Blessing of the Pets” Service, with the local community 
invited.  Rain Date is October 11. 

• The former choir room, beneath the Sanctuary, has been vacated.  We are in the beginning stages of 
planning what to do with the room, and welcome any suggestions you may have.   
 



• Our Director of Music, Leonora Colletti, has added mask-making to her list of talents.  She will be 
selling her masks, and generously donating the proceeds to our church. 

 
There is an old expression: “When life gives you lemons, make lemonade.”  Well, my friends, we are 
surrounded by lemons. But guess what?  Lemonade is delicious!  Try some! 
 
With love and blessings, 
 

P as t o r  A nn  
 

Zoom Worship  
By Pastor Ann 

 
How are we going to worship on Sundays?      
     We will be continuing our Sunday worship using a video conferencing system called Zoom.  You may log 
on as early as 10:00 a.m. for coffee and conversation.  Worship begins promptly at 10:30, followed by a virtual 
coffee hour until noon.  The easiest way to do Zoom is to download the Zoom App from the App Store.  Zoom 
will work on a computer, a laptop, an I-Pad, or a Smartphone.   
 
What are the Meeting IDs? 
     From now through October 4, the meeting ID is 984 2634 4685.  The passcode is 710462 
     From October 11 through November 14, the meeting ID is 962 8758 3076.  The passcode is 681753 
 
Will I get a reminder about logging on to these services? 
     If you are on the church e-mail list, you will get a weekly e-mail with the Zoom link.  
 
I don’t have a computer or a Smartphone.  What can I do? 
     You may telephone the following number:   

1-646-558-8656 
     You will be asked for a meeting ID and passcode. (Please see paragraph 2)   
     You won’t be able to see us, but you can still hear what’s going on. 
 
 
 

 

Birthday Blessings! 
 

 
September 2 – Rev. Ann Van Cleef 

September 7 – Robert Eitel 
September 7 – Mildred Bachman 
September 11 – Meg Lawrence 

September 11 – George Girouard 
September 14 – Benjamin Dean 
September 14 – Leonora Colletti 

September 20 – Gary Mott 
September 20 – Olivia Buatsi 

September 22 – Dorothy Harris 
September 23 – David Hammer 
September 24 – Alex Kirchhoff   

 



Zoom Worship at FPC Greenlawn 
     On July 5, we celebrated Independence Day 
Weekend with a service called “Liberty and Justice 
for All.” 
     The next two weeks, July 
12 and July 19, we 
celebrated gardening with 
services called “Seedtime 
and Harvest,” and “Good 
Seeds and Weeds.” 
     No one really knows 
exactly what Heaven is 
going to look like.  On July 
26, we unpacked that a bit with a service called 
“The Kingdom of God Is Like …” 
     We celebrated Communion on August 2, and 
asked ourselves, “How Much Do We Need?” 
     On August 9, we asked ourselves the question, 

“Impossible?”  We know that with 
God, anything is possible.  
     The theme on August 16 was, 
“Where Do We Put Our Faith?”  
(Certainly not in things of this 
world!) 

     August seemed to be a month of questions.  On 
August 23, we pondered a question that Jesus asked 
his Disciples: “Who Do You Say That I Am?” 
     On August 30, we continued our journey through 
Matthew’s Gospel with “Taking Up the Cross.” 
 

 
 
     On September 6, we will observe Labor Day 
Weekend with a service called, “Work – A Four-
Letter Word. 
     “Forgiveness” can be an uncomfortable topic.  
We will explore that on September 13. 
     The following week, September 20, we will 
worship in our Sanctuary.  The tentative topic is 
“Why Do People Keep Score?” 
     It’s something we know we should do, but we 
don’t do it enough.  On September 27, we will 
remind ourselves that we should be “Trusting 
Jesus.” 
 

Prayer 
Corner 

 
 

 
CHILDREN’S MORNING PRAYERS 

~ROBERT H. SCHULLER 
 

Good morning, God! 
I am so glad that You are my friend. 

Together we make a great team.   
I am not afraid of anything  
when You are beside me.   

It will be a good day if You 
will think through my brain,  

talk through my tongue, 
and smile at people through my face.   

In my work or play, 
may my friends and even strangers  

see that I love You. 
Amen. 

 
 

And we know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him, 

who have been called according to his purpose.  
Romans 8:28 

 
 

Give Us, O Lord, 
a Steadfast Heart 

 
Give us, O Lord, a steadfast heart, 

which no unworthy affection may drag down; 
give us an unconquered heart, 

which no tribulation can wear out; 
give us an upright heart, 

which no unworthy purpose may tempt aside. 
Bestow upon us also, O Lord our God, 

understanding to know Thee, 
diligence to seek Thee, 
wisdom to find Thee, 

and a faithfulness that may 
finally embrace Thee, 

even through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Thomas Aquinas 
 



 
45 LIFE LESSONS 

~Regina Brett 
 
1.   Life isn't fair, but it's still good.  
2.   When in doubt, just take the next small step. 
3.   Life is too short – enjoy it. 
4.   Your job won't take care of you when you are 
      sick. Your friends and family will. 
5.   Pay off your credit cards every month. 
6.   You don't have to win every argument. Stay true 
      to yourself. 
7.   Cry with someone. It's more healing than crying 
      alone. 
8.   It's OK to get angry with God. He can take it. 
9.   Save for retirement starting with your first 
       paycheck. 
10. When it comes to chocolate, resistance is futile. 
11. Make peace with your past so it won't screw up 
      the present. 
12. It's OK to let your children see you cry. 
13. Don't compare your life to others. You have no 
      idea what their journey is all about. 
14. If a relationship has to be a secret, you shouldn't 
      be in it. 
15. Everything can change in the blink of an eye,  
      but don't worry.  God never blinks. 
16. Take a deep breath. It calms the mind. 
17. Get rid of anything that isn't useful. Clutter 
      weighs you down in many ways. 
18. Whatever doesn't kill you really does make you 
      stronger. 
19. It's never too late to be happy. But it’s all up t 
      you and no one else. 
20. When it comes to going after what you love in 
      life, don't take no for an answer. 
21. Burn the candles, use the nice sheets, wear the 
      fancy lingerie. Don't save it for a special 
      occasion. Today is special. 
22. Over-prepare, then go with the flow. 
23. Be eccentric now. Don't wait for old age to wear 
      purple. 
24. The most important sex organ is the brain. 
25. No one is in charge of your happiness but you. 
26. Frame every so-called disaster with these words 
      'In five years, will this matter?' 
27. Always choose life. 
28. Forgive 
29. What other people think of you is none of your 
      business. 
30. Time heals almost everything. Give time time. 
31. However good or bad a situation is, it will 

      change. 
32. Don't take yourself so seriously. No one else 
      does. 
33. Believe in miracles. 
34. God loves you because of who God is, not 
      because of anything you did or didn't do. 
35. Don't audit life. Show up and make the most of 
      it now. 
36. Growing old beats the alternative of dying 
      young. 
37. Your children get only one childhood. 
38. All that truly matters in the end is that you 
      loved. 
39. Get outside every day. Miracles are waiting 
      everywhere. 
40. If we all threw our problems in a pile and saw 
       everyone else's, we'd grab ours back. 
41. Envy is a waste of time. Accept what you 
      already have, not what you need 
42. The best is yet to come... 
43. No matter how you feel, get up, dress up and 
      show up. 
44. Yield. 
45. Life isn't tied with a bow, but it's still a gift." 
 

A Thank You Note 
     We held a Baccalaureate Service for Alex 
Kirchhoff on June 28, asking God’s blessings as 
Alex prepares to attend James Madison University 
in the fall. 
     The following is a thank you note that Alex gave 
to Pastor Ann: 
 
     Thank you very much for the thoughtful gift of 
giving me a church service dedicated to me.  It was 
very nice of you to do so, and it made my Mom and 
my Grandma very happy and proud.  Once again, 
thank you very much, and have a good day. 

Sincerely, Alex 
 
     Best wishes as you enter James Madison 
University, Alex.  Go, Dukes! 



 
Opening Church 

     On Sunday, September 20, we will worship in 
our beautiful Sanctuary, for the first time in over six 
months! 
     Because we must stay in compliance with the 
New York Forward Safety Plan, there are 
procedures that all of us will have to follow. 

• You will be required to wear a mask at all 
times while in the building.  If you do not 
have one, or if you left your mask at home, 
we will give you one. 

• Please enter the building from the back door, 
which will be propped open so you don’t 
have to touch the door handle. 

• You will be greeted by two ushers.  One will 
aim a touchless thermometer at your 
forehead, and one will write your name 
down.  Yes, we are required to take 
attendance during the pandemic. 

• Please proceed directly into the Sanctuary.  
There will be a basket near the Communion 
Table where you may drop off your offering 
envelope. 

• Every other row will be roped off.  Please 
choose a seat.  There will be an index card at 
the end of the pew.  Please write your name 
on the card and leave it in the pew.  The card 
will be taped to the end of the pew during 
the week, and that will be your seat for the 
foreseeable future.  (Just like in the olden 
days, except you won’t have to buy the 
pew.)  You might want to get to church early 
that day if you want the same seat that you 
have been accustomed to sitting in! 

• Bulletins will be in the pews.  The bulletins 
will have the words to the hymns.  Bibles 
and hymnbooks will be stored away, so you 
might want to bring your own Bible to 
church.   

• Please don’t hug or kiss anyone, and don’t 
shake anyone’s hand. 

• The bathroom nearest the Pastor’s office is 
reserved for our exclusive use. 

• There will be no coffee hour.  However, if 
you want to visit with friends in the parking 
lot after church, that’s fine.  Remember, 
fresh air is your best friend during this 
pandemic. 

 
 

 

 
 

Homecoming Celebration 
     Our Vision 2020 Team (that same group that 
brought you that fun and innovative Coffee with 
Friends program in June), has planned something 
special immediately following the Service of 
Worship on September 20. 
     They want to surprise us, so they’re being a bit 
vague about specific details.  They’re telling us, 
“Stay in your seats, we’re planning a nice, socially 
distant celebration for you.”  So, please plan on 
staying for an additional half hour on Sunday, 
September 20. 
 

 
 

Zoom and Internet Broadband 
     Several homebound and out-of-town church 
members have been participating in our Zoom 
Services of Worship.  Once we go back into the 
Sanctuary, we want to continue to give these folks 
an opportunity to worship with us. In order to do 
this, we needed to increase our broadband width so 
we can get Internet coverage in the Sanctuary.   
     Our church was built in the 1950s, and is made 
of cinderblock and bricks.  The Internet signal does 
not go through those kinds of materials.  Larry 
Foray has been working very closely with Verizon 
to work around this problem.  Thank you very 
much, Larry! 
 

Our Church Officers 
 
Session   Deacons 
Betty Chatfield  Carolyn Brockett 
Debbie Eitel   Corinne Burdett 
Diane Kirshhoff  Arlissa Dean 
Susan Perrotta   Larry Foray 
Ruth Satterlee   Kathleen Gerlach 
    Gary Prentiss 
    George Santos 

 



Masks 
     Our Director of Music, Leonora Colletti, has 
been sewing up a storm, making colorful 2-sided 
cotton masks that are extremely comfortable to 
wear. 
     The masks are washable, reversible, contoured 
three-dimensional cup-shaped, and have ear elastic.  
They are available in 
sizes medium and 
large,  in assorted 
colors and patterns, 
including fall, 
Halloween, flowers, 
and even special 
masks for the 
Blessing of the Pets 
service.  
     The masks sell 
for $10 each, and 
Leonora will be 
generously donating 
the proceeds from the sale of her masks to our 
church!   
     Leonora will offer the masks at our September 
20 Service and at our Pet Blessing Service on 
October 4.  Think about purchasing one for 
yourself, and one for a friend! 
     Thank you, Leonora, for your generosity! 
 

From the Pastor’s Kitchen 
     The next time you travel on the New York 
Thruway, get off at the Kingston exit and find the 
Olympic Diner at 620 Washington Avenue.  Meals, 
including soup, salad, entrée, and dessert, run $9 - 
$14.  Unbelievable! 
     2 weeks ago, Bob and I enjoyed a delicious salad 
there, which I was able to duplicate at home:  Salad 
greens, dried cranberries (“Craisins”), apples, 
chicken breasts. And the dressing of your choice.   I 
added some celery, because I had it in the house.  
What a nice change from the usual supper fare.  
And healthy, too!  
 
 
 
 
 

Blessing of the Pets 
     On Sunday, October 4, at 2:00 p.m., our church 
will have a special Blessing of the Pets, which will 
take place in the parking 
lot behind that church.  
We will have a short 
service, then Pastor Ann 
will bestow an individual 
blessing on each pet.  Pet 
owners will receive a 
Certificate of Blessing, 
with the pet’s name 
written in beautiful 
calligraphy by Kathleen 
Gerlach. 
     The public is 
encouraged to attend; please keep pets on a leash.  
Masks are required for humans.  Rain date is 
October 11.  Please spread the word. 
 

 
The buttons on my jeans have just started social 
distancing from each other! 

*** 
I’m gonna quit my job and travel the world until I 
run out of money!  (I estimate I’m be home around 
10 this evening.) 

*** 
My mind says I’m in my twenties … but my body 
says, “Yeah, you wish!” 

*** 
Don’t let them take your temperature going into the 
store!  It’s a scam!  They’re erasing your memory.  I 
went in for bread and eggs, and came home with ice 
cream and Snickers. 

*** 
I told my suitcases that there will be no vacation 
this year.  Now I’m dealing with emotional 
baggage. 

*** 
I’m going to ask my Mom if that offer to kick me 
into next year is still available. 

*** 
One of the weirder things about being an adult is 
having a favorite stovetop burner, yet nobody talks 
about it. 


