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 Pastor’s Message 

 
My Beloved Church Family, 
 
     Last month, I wrote about the Building Abrahamic Partnerships (BAP) 
class that I took at Hartford Seminary.  I would like to continue that 
conversation this month, and focus on what our class learned about 
Christianity. 
 
     It must have been a challenge to explain Christianity to a class that had 
Muslims, Jews, and Christian ministers, but the two instructors did a fine job.  
During the church history portion, I wrote down some facts that I either didn’t 
know or had forgotten: 

 Christians stayed behind to tend to those who were infirmed by the 
great plagues of the 1st and 2nd centuries.  This, coupled with the 
persecutions and martyrdom, helped spread Christianity. 

 One thing that influenced which books made the Canon (the final 
version of the Bible) and which books didn’t was whether the 
information was first-hand or third-hand. 

 Some of the hymns we love can be offensive to others.  Onward Christian Soldiers can remind us of the 
Crusades.  Lord of the Dance can be considered by some to be anti-Jewish. 
 

     When the class started discussing the various translations of the Bible, this became very confusing to the 
Muslim students, who have but one definitive edition of the Qu’ran, written in Arabic.  It is the responsibility of 
each and every Muslim to learn enough Arabic in order to read the Qu’ran independently.  
 
     All three Abrahamic faith traditions had a wide variety of beliefs, and people within each faith tradition do 
not always believe the same things.  To show how this is true in Christianity, the instructor wrote nine Christian 
beliefs on the board, and asked the Christians in the class to raise their hands if they believed in these things.  It 
was an interesting exercise.  Here is the list, and the responses of the people.  There were 16 Christians in the 
class. 
 
    Do you believe in:  God        16 
    The Trinity       13 
    The Incarnation      12 
    The Bodily Resurrection of Jesus    12 
    The Virgin Birth      12 
    Eternal Hell and the Objective Devil       2 

   Substitutionary Atonement         5 
   The inerrancy of the Bible         1 
   Can the Creation Story and Science Be Reconciled?  16 



     Here are some Christian beliefs that the Muslims and Jews in the class found particularly interesting.  (These 
beliefs were from the point of view of The Very Reverend Ian Markam, Dean of Virginia Theological 
Seminary.  Ian was one of our instructors.) 

 In Jesus, we can see what God is like. 
 Jesus, as the Word, pre-existed Creation.  (Muslims believe that the Qu’ran pre-existed Creation.) 
 The Creator, Son, and Spirit needed to be linked together to protect monotheism. 
 Every book in the New Testament was written by monotheistic Jews. 
 Mohammed knew that he was receiving Scripture.  Paul, on the other hand, had no idea that what he was 

writing would eventually become Scripture. 
 God can forgive wrongs we have done to other people.  Because Jesus has died and suffered, God is 

uniquely able to forgive us for wrongs we have done to others. 
 

     I hope these bits of Christian history and theology might challenge you to learn a bit more about our faith 
during this Easter Season.  Our local library has some excellent books you may borrow. 
 
     Next month, I will share some things I learned about Judaism.  
     
With love and blessings, 

Pastor Ann 
 

Zoom Worship  
 

How are we going to worship on Sundays?      
     We will “simulcast” our Sunday worship on Zoom for those who cannot be in the Sanctuary. You may log 
on as early as 10:00 a.m. for coffee and conversation.  Worship begins promptly at 10:30. The easiest way to do 
Zoom is to download the Zoom App from the App Store.  Zoom will work on a computer, a laptop, an I-Pad, or 
a Smartphone.   
 
What are the Meeting IDs for Sunday Worship? 
     Now through May 30, inclusive, the Meeting ID is: 995 2988 9732.  The Passcode is: 240820 
     If you are on the church e-mail list, you will get a weekly e-mail with the Zoom link.  
 
I don’t have a computer or a Smartphone.  What can I do? 
     You may telephone the following number:   

1-646-558-8656 
     You will be asked for a meeting ID and passcode. (Please see paragraph 2.) 
     You won’t be able to see us, but you can still hear what’s going on. 
 
 

Birthday Blessings! 
May 2 – Althea Segale 
May 6 – Gloria Arelt 

May 7 – Amanda Segale 
May 12 – Simone Pennino 
May 16 – Laurence Foray 

May 16 – Ronald Lievendag 
May 17 – Christopher Perrotta 

May 30 – Carol Eitel 
 
 

 
 



 
 

Prayer 
Corner 

 
 

 
Prayer of St. Francis 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love, 

Where there is injury, pardon 
Where there is doubt, faith, 

Where there is despair, hope, 
Where there is darkness, light, 

Where there is sadness, joy. 
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much 

seek to be consoled as to console, 
not so much to be understood as to understand, 

not so much to be loved, as to love; 
for it is in giving that we receive, 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
it is in dying that we awake to eternal life. 

 
*** 

 
Six Bible Verses to Help You Declutter 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also. (Matthew 6:21) 

 
For God is not a God of disorder but a God of 

peace. (1 Corinthians 14:33) 
 

And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to 
him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have 
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven; and come, follow me.” (Mark 10:21) 
 

Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, 
for when you love the world, you do not have the 

love of the Father in you. (1 John 2:15) 
 

A time to search and a time to give up, time to keep 
and a time to throw away. (Ecclesiastes 3:6)     

 
Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your 
guard against all kinds of greed; life does not 

consist in an abundance of possessions.”  
(Luke 12:15) 

 
 

 
A Prayer for Strength 

I cried out, “I am slipping!” but Your unfailing 
love, O Lord, supported me. (Psalm 94:18) 

 
Dear Lord, when I’m struggling, You are there for 

me to lean on.  Please strengthen me today and 
encourage me to keep pressing forward.  Your grace 

is all I need.  Amen. 
 

Tibetan Proverb 
The secret to living well and longer is: 

Eat half, 
Walk double, 

Laugh triple, and 
Love without measure. 

 
Artist Quote of the Day 

“No matter how long you have traveled in the 
wrong direction, you can always turn around.” 

- Themindsjournal.com  
 

Gratitude 
If you begin and finish your days with thoughts of 

gratitude, you’ll find yourself living from a place of 
abundance rather than lack.   

Those first and final moments set the tone for the 
many minutes that fall in between. 

- Erica Layne 
 

From the Random Acts of Kindness Foundation 
The world is full of good people. 
If you can’t find one, then be one. 

 
Kindness is seeing the best in others when they 

cannot see it in themselves. 
 

We make a living by what we get.  We make a life 
by what we give.  – Winston Churchill 

 
Kindness is free to give, but priceless to receive. 

 
Kindness is loving yourself enough to love those 

around you. 
 

If you want others to be happy, practice 
compassion.  If you want to be happy, practice 

compassion. – The Dalai Lama 
 

I expect to pass through life but once.  If therefore, 
there be any kindness I can show, or any good thing 
I can do to any fellow being, let me do it now, and 
not defer or neglect it, as I shall not pass this way 

again. – William Penn    
 



 
Detective First Grade Anastasios Tsakos 

(9/26/1977 – 4/27/2021) 
     We join the East Northport – Greenlawn 
community in mourning the tragic death of 
Detective First Grade Anastasios Tsakos on April 
27.  Detective Tsakos was a member of St. 
Paraskevi Greek Orthodox Shrine Church in 
Greenlawn.  
     A 14-year member of the NYPD, Detective 
Tsakos earned a degree in aviation from Dowling 
College.  He leaves behind his wife, Irene, a 6-year-
old daughter, Jenny, and a 3-year-old son, Stavos.   
 

April Worship at FPC Greenlawn 
     On April 4, Easter Sunday, we celebrated the 
Resurrection of our Lord and Savior with Scripture, 
prayer, and beautiful spring flowers.  The 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. 
     April 11, the Second Sunday of the Easter 
Season, is traditionally “Doubting Thomas 
Sunday.”  We explored Thomas’ doubts as well as 
our own, concluding that “It’s Okay to Have 
Doubts.” 
     On April 18, we explored what Easter means to 
us  in a sermon titled “He ‘Rose’ Again.” 
     Earth Day was celebrated in our church on April 
25 with a service called “Thanking God for the Gift 
of the Earth. 

Worship Themes for May 
     On May 2, a Communion-themed sermon, “The 
Parable of the Grape Arbor,” allows us to draw our 
own conclusions about the need for properly 
tending our vines and branches. 
     On May 9, we will honor mothers and other 
influential ladies in our lives at a special Mother’s 
Day Service. 
     We will explore 
why prayer is essential 
at our Service on May 
16. 
     We will have a 
blended Pentecost and 
Music Ministries 
service on May 23.  
(See article on the next page.) 
      Finally, we will close the month of May with a 
special Memorial Day Service on May 30. 
 

We Celebrate Our Mothers 
     Mother’s Day, May 9, is the day we honor 
mothers as well as all women who have had an 

influence on 
our lives and 
the lives of 
children.  That 
includes 
grandmothers, 
aunts, cousins, 
coaches, 
teachers, 
Scout leaders, 
babysitters, 
and anyone 
else whom we 
may have 
forgotten. 
     We are 
asking 
everyone to 
bring a photo 
of their mother 

(or any other special woman) and place it on the 
Communion Table prior to the Service.  As we 
leave church that day, all women are encouraged to 
take one of the pink carnations from the vase on the 
Communion Table. 
     Thank you, ladies, for all that you do for God’s 
Creation.  Happy Mother’s Day, and may God bless 
you abundantly! 



 
The Pentecost Offering 

     The Pentecost Offering is one of four special 
offerings sponsored by the Presbyterian Church 
(USA).  A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the 
Presbyterian Church encourage, develop, and 
support its young people, and also address the needs 
of at-risk children. 40% of the Pentecost offering is 
retained by individual congregations wanting to 
make an impact in the lives of young people within 
their own community. The remaining 60% is used 
to support children-at-risk, youth, and young adults 
through ministries of the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency. 
     Cardboard banks, for those who wish to use 
them, are available on the Welcome Table outside 
the Sanctuary. The offering will be taken on 
Pentecost Sunday, May 23.  Thank you for your 
generosity. 
 

Pentecost Sunday 
     On May 23, we will celebrate Pentecost Sunday.  
Pentecost Sunday is one of the most ancient feasts 

of the Church, celebrated 
early enough to be 
mentioned in the Book of 
Acts and in Paul’s First 
Letter to the Corinthians.  
Pentecost is celebrated on 
the 50th day after Easter (if 
we count both Easter 
Sunday and Pentecost 
Sunday). 

     On Pentecost, the Apostles were granted the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit.  The Apostles began to preach in 
all of the languages that the Jews who were 
gathered there spoke, and about 3,000 people were 
converted and baptized that day.  Pentecost is often 
called “the birthday of the Church.” 
     We will be celebrating Pentecost with lots of 
music.  Our Women’s Choir will sing, as will 
Debbie Eitel and Ann Van Cleef.  Two special 
treats – Leslie Strait will play a flute solo, and Peter 
Osterman will grace us with his beautiful voice.  Be 
sure to attend, bring a friend, and try to wear red, 
the color of Pentecost.  There will be a reception in 
the Narthex after the Service.    

Missions Committee Update 
     Our Missions Committee, led by Kathie Gerlach, 
is re-evaluating the charities and projects that our 
church supports.  The committee wants to diversify 
our giving, so that we are supporting projects from 
Huntington Town, Long Island, the US, and 
overseas.  Furthermore, we intend to spread our 
giving so that it covers youth, hunger, education, 
and medical.  
     Pending Session approval, we will present our 
list of projects and charities in next month’s Steeple 
Chimes. 
     Please see Kathie Gerlach if you wish to join this 
committee and participate in its interesting work. 

 
Vision Team 

Our Mission:  
     RETAIN our current members. 
     RECONNECT with former members. 
     REACH OUT to potential new members 
 
     The Vision Team will be developing an FPCG 
calling card.  Church members and friends will be 
able to carry these cards in their wallets to give to 
people who might be interested in our church. 
     We will be purchasing a video licensing 
agreement so that our “Movies with a Message” 
program may be advertised in the larger 
community. 
     The next meeting of the Vision Team will take 
place on Sunday, June 6, after church in the 
Narthex.  Everyone is invited to attend.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



     
 
  
 
      
     
      I have one cup of coffee each morning just to 
start the day off right.  The other ones are to keep 
me out of jail, to help me form sentences, and to 
fuel my razor-sharp wit! 
 
     Roadside sobriety tests are getting ridiculous.  
Last night, my friend had to fold a fitted sheet. 
 
     My kids wanted to know what it was like for me 
growing up.  So, I took their phones, shut off the 
Internet, gave them a popsicle, and told them to go 
outside until the street lights came on. 
 
     I just realized why this month is called May.   

It may rain, it may snow, 
It may be 70 degrees; it may be 30 degrees. 

 
     I decided to take an aerobics class for seniors.  I 
bent, twisted, jumped up and down, and perspired 
for an hour.  But, by the time I got my yoga pants 
on, the class was over. 
 
     I just cleared out some space in the freezer.  
(That sounds more productive than “I just polished 
off another pint of ice cream.) 
 
     Sometimes I shock myself with the things I say 
and do.  Other times, I try to get out of my car with 
the seatbelt on. 
 
     My washing machine repairman asked me what 
time it was.  I said, “Somewhere between eight and 
noon.” 
 
     This morning, my son said his ear hurt.  I asked 
him if it was on the inside or the outside.  So, he 
walks out the front door, comes back in, and says, 
“Both.”  Moments like this have me wondering if 
I’m saving too much for college. 
 
     There is a fine line between a numerator and a 
denominator.  (Only a fraction of people will find 
this funny.) 
 
      I’ve come to the conclusion that I have a 
memory like an Etch-a-Sketch.  I shake my head 
and forget everything. 
 

 
 

From the Pastor’s Kitchen: 
Taco Salad 

     Bob and I love crunchy-
shell tacos.  The problem is, 
they can be very sloppy.  I 
solved this problem by 
taking the taco ingredients 
and layering them into a 
salad.  It’s an easy meal, 
and grandchildren think it’s 
delicious! 
 
Ingredients: 
1 lb. of chopmeat (chicken or beef) 
1 envelope of taco seasoning 
Lettuce, torn into small pieces 
Tomatoes 
Shredded cheese 
Salsa 
Crumbled taco shells (or Frito’s Corn Chips) 
 

 Prepare the meat in a frying pan according 
to the directions on the taco seasoning 
envelope. 

 In individual bowls (or, in a large bowl, if 
you wish), layer the lettuce, chopmeat, 
tomatoes, and cheese. 

 Top with salsa, crumbled taco shells (or 
Frito’s Corn Chips) and, if you wish, a 
dollop of sour cream.   

 
Our Session 

Susan Perrotta, Recording Clerk 
 

Class of 2021 
Betty Chatfield 

Debbie Eitel 
Ruth Satterlee 

 
Class of 2022 

Diane Kirchhoff 
Gary Prentiss 
George Santos 

 
Class of 2023 
Arlissa Dean 

Kathleen Gerlach 
 
 
 
 
 


